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Current Projects

Cotter Union
Pulver Pavilion
Colby College
Waterville, Maine

Residence Halls 
Restoration
Maine Hall
Winthrop Hall
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, Maine

Featherman Hall
University of New England
Biddeford, Maine

Cotter Union 
Book Store
Pre-Construction Services
Colby College
Waterville, Maine

Adams Hall
Pre-Construction Services
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, Maine

When Samuel Melcher III designed and 
built Bowdoin College’s Winthrop Hall 
in 1822, the final cost was $9,553.16, 

which included a cost overrun of $173.16. One of 
its first occupants was the future renown poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, a member of the 
Bowdoin Class of 1825.

In 1964, when the building underwent its first 
complete remod-
eling, a Bowdoin 
alumnus, writing 
in The Bowdoin 
Alumnus magazine, 
penned an open 
letter to the long-
deceased poet, 
noting, “There are 
a few changes tak-
ing place in Win-
throp Hall, where 
you used to room 
when you were an 
undergraduate at 
Bowdoin.”

“Everything 
inside has been 
removed, so the 
building right 
now is just a gut-
ted cavern…Work-
men of the George 
A. Fuller Compa-
ny of Boston will 
begin rebuilding the 
inside of Winthrop soon, and a modern heating 
system will be installed. Imagine it! The student 
who live there will have heat automatically regu-
lated for them—what remarkable changes time 
has wrought.”

What Would Longfellow Think?
“The architect in charge of remodeling Win-

throp, Hugh Stubbins and Associates of Cam-
bridge, Mass., will keep Melcher’s basic design 
for the inside, too, and you would probably still 
be able to find Room No. 27 without much trou-
ble. The $500,000 needed for the renovation is 
coming from the Capital Campaign, which your 
fellow alumni supported with enthusiasm.”

Fast forward 
46 years. Today, 
Winthrop Hall is 
again undergoing 
a complete over-
haul, this time 
under the guid-
ance of Ouellet 
Associates and 
Kyu Sung Woo 
Architects of 
Cambridge, Mass. 
The building will 
be gutted to its 
exterior walls and 
floors, the roof 
demolished and 
replaced, new 
wiring installed 
for Internet 
access, an eleva-
tor will be added 
and the struc-

ture will be made 
handicap-acces-
sible.

A sign of the times? Samuel Melcher’s original 
$9,500 building, which was renovated 142 years lat-
er for a half-million dollars, will now cost $3.5 mil-
lion to remodel. We wonder what Longfellow would 
think about that.

An 1871 photo of a Bowdoin College student studying in a typical 
dorm room.

“Build today, then strong and sure, With a firm and ample base; And ascending 
and secure. Shall tomorrow find its place.”      

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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General Contractors
Brunswick Industrial Park
56 Bibber Parkway
Brunswick, Maine 04011

New Year’s Greetings
The new year is often a time for reflection, an opportunity to make 

sure we haven’t lost sight of what’s truly important. Here at Ouellet 

Associates, we want to take a minute out of our busy schedule to 

focus on what we value most: the health, safety and happiness of our 

employees and their families, and similarly, that of our corporate friends 

and clients.

Though 2006 was not marked by cataclysmic hurricanes or horrific  

terrorist attacks on our home soil as in past years, we nevertheless 

continued to be faced with great challenges both here and around the 

world. As Americans, we must maintain our resolve, make the necessary 

sacrifices, and retain our faith and hope in the future.

The entire staff of Ouellet Associates hopes you had a safe and happy 

holiday season and wishes you a prosperous 2007. Thanks for your 

continued support, and know that we remain committed to earning 

your trust each and every day.
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